John Wormald
Founding partner of autoPolis and leading expert in the automotive industry
FTDO No.59 – April 2011
Hot, Thirsty and Crowded: Are New Vehicle Technologies the Answer?
The automotive industry has been a runaway success. Everyone wants a car, especially in the
emerging markets. The expectation is that today’s world parc of road vehicles of 800 million will
grow to 2 billion by 2050. But is this sustainable? Can the automotive industry bank on this growth
with the kinds of transport systems and vehicles we have today? We think not.
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The first step towards a solution is to get
The combination of the internal combustion
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engine, petroleum-derived liquid fuels and
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vehicles, rather than buying the largest multi-purpose size one we can afford. As the restraints
become accepted and electricity is greened, then we can electrify, in a second step, perhaps 20
years from now. In the end, however, we must reduce the demand for transport itself, through
radical changes in how we live, work and play. This will involve completely new transportation
systems and a new mobility industry. Its structures and leaders will be very different from those of
today’s automotive industry.
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